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	ACTIVITY:   Minibeasts and Habitats


	Responsible Manager
	Adam Ogilvie
	Signature
	Issue no:		4
	Initial date:
	13.6.22


	Assessment by
	Elaine Brown
	Signature
	Elaine Brown
	Date of this update
	3.4.25
	Review Date
	3.4.26

	What are the hazards?
	Who might
be harmed and how
	Evaluate the risks.
What are you already doing?

	What further action is necessary?
	Action
By
Whom?
	Action By When?
	Complete Y/N
(Date)


	              
Risk of illness from handling soil, etc

Severity - major

	

Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	
Children told to keep hands out of mouths.
No eating during the activity.

 Ensure children wash hands after contact with soil and minibeasts.
All pooter straws to be washed and sterilised after each use

	Get school staff to check if children have hands in mouths.
Supervise handwashing

Likelihood - low
	Staff
	Before start and during each activity
	

	
Biohazards –
Plants
Insects


Severity - moderate

	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Check if children have epipens/allergies
Manage the Shire to remove toxic plants e.g. Giant Hogweed, fungi. Control irritable plants e.g. nettles, brambles, etc.
Constantly check area for wasp nests.
Supervised handwashing after activity or immediately if there is an incident.
Staff have radios and mobiles for quick access to medical attention e.g. anaphylactic shock.

	Check area on the day.
Show the pupils nettles and give warning. Warn pupils against catching bees or wasps.
Be prepared to move group away from wasps, toxic plants, etc.
Watch for anaphylaxis if anyone is stung 
Likelihood - medium
	Staff
	Before start and during each activity
	

	
Children running off

Severity - major



	Pupils / Learners

	
Health & safety introduction to state keep together 
Group supervised at all times

	Staff have radios so lost child can be reported and assistance requested
Likelihood - low
	Education Staff
	Before start and during each activity
	

	
Ground conditions
 Slips & Trips

Severity - moderate




	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Maintain paths, mow and check for obstruction.
Monitor
	Tell group to keep to paths.
Paths checked before the activity.
First aider present.
Cuts and scraps treated if needed.

Likelihood - medium
	Staff
	Before start and during each activity
	

	
Low and falling branches 

Severity - moderate


	
Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Manage the Shire to remove any eye level branches and any dead or broken ones.
	Check area on the day for any new obstructions.

Likelihood - low
	Staff
	Ongoing and before the start of each activity
	

	Weather
Cold, rain, snow – hypothermia
Mist, fog – poor visibility
High temperature- sun burn, sun stroke, hyperthermia, dehydration.
High Winds – debris
Ice – slips and falls
Lightning – death, severe burns

Severity - major



	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Access to undercover areas.
Group advised to bring appropriate clothing for cold, rain or sun.
Assess weather conditions prior to activity.
Group to stay together.
Leaders have radios and mobiles.
First aid nearby.
	Take group indoors for alternative activity

Likelihood - low
	Staff
	Ongoing and before the start of each activity
	

	Dogs
Attack – bites and shock.
Faeces – risk of infection

Severity - major



	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Signs displayed – dogs should be on a lead, clean up after your dog.
Maintain a relationship with the public while maintaining the site. If anyone touches faeces, tell them to go and wash it off with soap immediately. 
Everyone to wash hands with soap before eating or drinking.

	Check site before and during activity and remove dog faeces.
Stay clear and contact council if human faeces found.
Be prepared to challenge dog owners, but only if safe to do so.

Likelihood: 1
Severity: 2
Overall residual risk: 2

	Staff
	Ongoing and before the start of each activity
	

	Members of the public – unwanted attention, physical and verbal abuse

Severity - moderate



	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	No children left alone
Farm staff experienced in working with public
Contact for assistance if required
	Avoid interaction if necessary
Report any incidents – MVUF incident form

Likelihood - low
	Staff
	During activity
	

	
Dangerous Litter – needles and drug related.

Severity - severe
	
Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	
Inform council
Staff to have and wear protective gloves if needed worn. Staff to wear steel toe capped boots.
Use Mechanical Litter Pickers 
 
Report dangerous litter/ dumping to relevant authority

	
Monitor field daily.
If needles etc are found shut the field until source can be stopped.
Move activities to another site and complete MVUF incident form.

Do not pick up needles, report to
Victoria Hall, Community Safety Worker, Forward Leeds
0113 887 2477
Mobile: 07971 214752
Email: info@forwardleeds.co.uk
Complete MVUF incident form.
 
Staff to dispose of other dangerous litter appropriately
 
Likelihood - low


Likelihood - Low

	Staff
	Before and during each activity
	

	Pooter straws in eyes (or dust etc.) 
	Children
	Children to not take off pooter straws themselves and adults to take off lids.
First aid kits to all contain eye wash. 

	If eyes do get something in them wash out eyes with eye wash with a first aider. If it doesn’t come out wash out under running water and call for advice.
	Staff
	When needed
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