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	ACTIVITY:   Balsam Removal and other invasive weeds


	Responsible Manager
	
	Signature
	Issue no:		1
	Initial date:
	

	Assessment by
	Robert Paige
	Signature
	
	Date of this update
	29.8.22
	Review Date
	

	What are the hazards?
	Who might
be harmed and how
	Evaluate the risks.
What are you already doing?

	What further action is necessary?
	Action
By
Whom?
	Action By When?
	Complete Y/N
(Date)


	
Reaction to pollen

Severity - minor

	
Pupils, learners, volunteers, staff.
	
Warn group about possible aggravation of hay fever. Advise self medication of antihistamine if appropriate.
	
Arrange alternative activity for severe hay fever sufferers

Likelihood - High
	
Education Team
	
During and before activity
	

	
Risk of stings and bites from insects and plants

Severity - major


	
Pupils, learners, volunteers, staff.
	
Provide gloves.
Brief the team before 
Check if anyone has known severe reactions to wasp or bee stings.
	
Check the area for dangerous plants and wasp nests

Lookout for increase in wasp or bee numbers and Giant Hogweed

Likelihood - medium
	
Education Team
	
During and before activity
	

	
Injury from tools

Severity - major


	
Pupils, learners, volunteers, staff.
	
Give instruction on safe tool use
Check tools are in good order before use.


	
Monitor group to ensure safe working distances

Likelihood - low
	
Education Team
	During and before activity
	

	
Ground conditions
 Slips & Trips

Severity - moderate




	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Maintain paths, mow and check for obstruction.
Monitor
	Tell group to keep to paths.
Paths checked before the activity.
First aider present.

Likelihood - medium
	Education Staff
	Before start and during each activity
	

	
Low and falling branches 

Severity - moderate


	
Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Manage the site to remove any eye level branches and any dead or broken ones.
	Check area on the day for any new obstructions.

Likelihood - low
	Education Staff
	Ongoing and before the start of each activity
	

	Weather
Cold, rain, snow – hypothermia
Mist, fog – poor visibility
High temperature- sun burn, sun stroke, hyperthermia, dehydration.
High Winds – debris
Ice – slips and falls
Lightning – death, severe burns

Severity - major



	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Access to undercover areas.
Group advised to bring appropriate clothing for cold, rain or sun.
Assess weather conditions prior to activity.
Group to stay together.
Leaders have radios and mobiles.
First aid nearby.
	Take group indoors for alternative activity

Likelihood - low
	Education Staff
	Ongoing and before the start of each activity
	

	Dogs
Attack – bites and shock.
Faeces – risk of infection

Severity - major



	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	Signs displayed – dogs should be on a lead, clean up after your dog.
Maintain a relationship with the public while maintaining the site, explain it is used for education. Try to get them on your side.
	Check site before and during activity and remove dog faeces.
Be prepared to challenge dog owners.

Likelihood - low
	Education Staff
	Ongoing and before the start of each activity
	

	Members of the public – unwanted attention, physical and verbal abuse

Severity - moderate



	Pupils / Learners
Staff & Teachers
	No children left alone
Farm staff experienced in working with public
Contact for assistance if required
	Avoid interaction if necessary
Report any incidents – MVUF incident form

Likelihood - low
	Education staff
	During activity
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