Incubation Checklist

Obtaining and storing eggs

· Order fertile eggs from us before the beginning of each half term.
· Store eggs in cool 10°C, damp conditions for no longer than 10-14 days.

· Turn stored eggs daily.

· Discard cracked and heavily soiled eggs if possible. DO NOT wash eggs unless necessary.

· Just before setting in the Brinsea Octagon 20 incubator allow the eggs to warm to room temperature.
Equipment set up

· Read the instructions manual carefully

· Place the Octagon 20 incubator inside the cradle.

· Set it up away from drafts, direct sunlight and traffic path.

· Regulate the temperature at 37.5°C for a few hours before you set the eggs and begin incubation.

· Maintain room temperature between 20 and 25°C.

· Slide the ventilation control to the centre of its range.

· Fill one water channel in the bottom of the Octagon 20 incubator to 25mm from top.

Incubation

· Set the eggs in rows between the dividers.

· To avoid week-end hatches set your eggs on a Tuesday or Wednesday.

· Check the water level at least every 3 days for the water channels. Top up with water at room temperature.

· Check temperature daily.

· Check humidity every 3 days.

· Ensure nothing impedes the turning movement of the Octagon 20 incubator on the turning cradle.
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· Unplug the cradle and remove the Octagon 20 incubator from the cradle.

· Increase humidity to 65% RH. You can add wet sponges to the bottom channels if necessary.

· Ensure ventilation control is at least 1/3rd open.
Hatching

· Do not open the Octagon 20 incubator during hatching. This would drastically reduce humidity endangering the chicks.

· Do not remove the chicks from the incubator until they are dry and fluffy.

· Set up the brooder with the heat lamp.
· Transfer the chicks to the brooder.

· Provide water and feed for the chicks.

After hatching

· Return chicks to the farm or phone for collection.

· Clean your Octagon 20 incubator and brooder disinfectant.
· Allow equipment to dry before putting away.
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